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Tired of seeing Britain continually attacked by the media, politicians and the British themselves,

Steven Primrose-Smith wants to see it for himself. All 97 counties of it! Surely it can't be as bad as

everyone tells him.After twenty years living abroad, he thinks the time is right to search his

homeland for the best of British using new eyes, those of a foreign tourist, and in the only way he

knows how â€“ by bicycle. Armed with a list of recommendations gathered from friends and

strangers alike and the most spontaneous of routes, he pedals 5,000 miles through damp English

country lanes, soggy Welsh moorland and windswept Scottish mountains. He gets wet quite

often.Following on from the success and irreverent style of both No Place Like Home, Thank God

and Hungry for Miles, Steven seeks out the quirky in the people he meets, the places he visits and

the food he eats. Can his initial store of positivity survive the journey, or will it be ground down by

the traffic, the weather and his British, vegetable-free diet of beer, pies and pork scratchings?In this,

Book 1, The Journey South, Steven travels from Merseyside to Warwickshire, through the whole of

Wales, the West Country, the south coast and to London.Armed with a bag of googly eyes, he

meets a poetry-prescribing nurse, stumbles across Hilda Ogden's lawnmower, has his footwear

stolen by foxes, discovers some very special Mexican fleas, crashes the TARDIS and visits dozens

of British capitals, including its infidelity capital, its boob job capital and its dogging capital. He

experiences "real" Britain â€“ the good and the bad â€“ its Morris dancers, pie 'n' mash and the

pinnacle of British culture, a good old-fashioned street fight.The concluding part, The Journey North,

covering the east of England, Scotland and the north-west of England is now available.
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One of the funniest books I've read in a while. If you've ever wondered what it would be like to cycle

up hill and down dale through every British county in damp, cold weather but just can't get

motivated, then save yourself the trouble because this is the book for you. Wallow in vicarious

discomfort and meet some colorful characters as you accompany Steven on his merry way. The

highlight for me was meeting my brother!I can't wait for the sequel.
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